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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Grade 7 ‘Meet the Teacher’
Last night, we had our Grade 7 ‘Meet the Teacher’ evening. It was nice to catch up with parents and
talk about their child’s learning. We hope that it was an informative evening when you gained an
insight into what students were doing in class and how you can help support their learning. If you
didn’t have the opportunity to touch base with some of the teachers, please contact them via email or
phone the school office on 64 261061.
Achievement
One of our school values is Achievement. To achieve fully, students need to participate in a wide
variety of school events. I would like to congratulate all students who competed in our ‘Swimming
Trials’ on Wednesday and commend them on their encouragement of others. Students who
participated will receive a point for participation on their participation record. At the end of the year,
students who reach a certain point score will receive a Bronze, Silver or Gold Participation
Certificate.
Importance of school uniform and Black Shoes
I would like to thank parents for the effort they have made to make sure students are in full school
uniform. Grade Coordinators and Homeroom Teachers have been discussing with students the
importance of wearing black shoes to school. We would like to thank parents who have gone to
extra effort in making sure their son/daughter is wearing all-black shoes to school.
Last year, it was decided at School Association that Grade 10 Students could have a different hoodie
to wear during their final year of high school. In keeping with our school uniform policy and making it
affordable for parents, two decisions were made:

The hoodie had to be in one of the school colours (royal blue, maroon or gold).

Students would be allowed to wear the hoodie for the whole year.
Mr Karafilis has provided some information in his Grade 10 Report about the planning and the design
features for the hoodie.
Communication - Phone Home
As mentioned in the last newsletter, it was estimated that we spent in the vicinity of $12,000.00 on
printing our newsletter to be sent home to parents. We are currently compiling a parents’ email list
from every student’s validation form. Once this list is compiled, we plan to email the newsletter home
to parents in a PDF format. If required, we will have a small selection of printed newsletters available
for parents to pick up from the front office. Our plan is to start emailing newsletters from the start of
Term 2.
During this term, home room teachers have been contacting parents to establish dialogue and to
discuss concerns or issues parents may have. We have started with Grade 7 parents and are making
our way through the rest of the grades. We regard this process as an important aspect of our
reporting process and involvement of parents in our school.

School Based Immunisation 2015
From 2015, only students in Grade 7 will receive school-based immunisations. The dates for school immunisation at LHS
are Tuesday 17 March, Wednesday 6 May, Wednesday 29 July, and Wednesday 21 October. I have attached an
information page for parents.
Mobile Phones/Portable Devices

Over the last few years, funding for schools to provide one-to-one computer access/portable devices for
students has diminished. The Department of Education is encouraging students to ‘Bring Your Own
Technology’ (BYOT) to school. This year, we have asked Grade 8, Grade 9 and Grade 10 students to bring
their own technology to school (laptop, netbook, IPad, tablet) or hire a netbook from the school. Our funds
are not sufficient to have enough devices for Grade 7 students. The decision was made to purchase 30 new
netbooks for the Grade 7’s to use and we are encouraging them to BYOT. We are also in consultation with
IT services about purchasing Office 365. This will allow students to use their IPads or tablets to complete word
processing.
This has resulted in a robust discussion amongst staff about the use of technology and how students can have greater
and faster access. We have decided to complete some ‘Action Research’ over the next two weeks. Individual teachers
will have the choice if they are going to allow students to use IPods or Smart Phones for some learning activities. The
following message will be given to students:

Students are not to use any technology (netbook, IPad, tablet, IPod, smart phone, laptop) unless the teacher has
given them permission.

Students are to use the technology for learning tasks only.

It is not a requirement for a student to have a Smart Phone or IPod. It is an option as an addition to their larger
portable device.
It is a requirement for students to have their larger portable device with them in class.
In the working world, we know that phones are used for many tasks and are becoming an important tool for work.
Examples are:
Researching Information
Communication
Email
Text
Phone Calls
Personal Calendar
Planning
Meetings
Time management

Video Conferencing
Calculator
Measurement Conversions
Language Translation
GPS Functions
Mapping
Directions
Timer

Photography- Digital record
of work.
Numerous Apps
-Spirit level
-Bar Scanner: price and
nutritional information
- Educational games (Friends of
Ten)
- metronome

We need to teach and guide students how to use a phone to improve their learning. If you would like to provide us
with feedback on the proposal, please email me at brent.armitstead@education.tas.gov.au.

BRENT ARMITSTEAD
ACTING PRINCIPAL

Mental Health Support Services
Support is available from the following 24
hour telephone services Lifeline 131114,
Kidshelpline 1800 55 1800 and Headspace
for online and telephone support – 6335
3100, headspace.org.au.
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Grade 7 Report
It has been a busy couple of weeks for Grade 7’s, being involved in the Swimming Trials, planning for camp,
attending the first whole school assembly, attending Meet the Teacher night, and getting hands-on in all of their
Junior Personal Interests. I was lucky enough to sit in on part of Mr Horsman’s Grade 7 Cooking class. I watched
students sit and listen to instructions on how to make a Breakfast roll. Students were focused and put to the test
by questions around safe food-handling procedures and names of kitchen utensils. The final product smelt and
looked mouth-watering.
Star of 7A Magnus Overdijk
Magnus has completed work of a very high standard. He is always cheerful and helpful in Basics classes and works
to the best of his ability.
Star of 7B Brooke Stephenson
Brooke is an all-round student and has applied herself well. She always shows respect to students and teachers by
listening and helping.
Star of 7C Olivia Watkins
Olivia has been showing leadership by helping others in
the class and including them in her work groups. She is
setting a fantastic example of inclusion and respect for
her peers.
Star of 7D Ella Hingston
Ella is a hardworking, polite student. She is a supportive
classmate and always approaches tasks with a positive
attitude.
Congratulations to Jacob Ball who has received a
Strength Award.
Here are some Grade 7 responses to the question,
“What is the best thing about being at High School?”
Josh Poulton said, “Having different teachers.”
Indianna Hambleton said, “More subject choices.”
Nakeisha Tutt said, “Sport for Girls.”
Corey Abblitt said, “Everything.”
Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have questions or concerns. You can email
angela.sheahen@education.tas..gov.au or call 64261061.

HPE HOT SPOT
BIG DAY OUT
The BIG day is nearly here. That’s right, only eight more sleeps until the BIG DAY OUT at Sankey Beach,
Hawley on Friday 6 March. Students are encouraged to wear their house colour, red, green or blue to
support their team. There will be activities for all, such as beach flags, beach sprints, beach volleyball
and the main event, the Iron Person. A canteen will be operating at the venue where students can purchase sausages, hamburgers, drinks, ice creams etc. Please place orders for BBQ food at the school canteen prior to the event.

SPORTS PERMISSION/PAYMENT
A friendly reminder that permission forms and payments for any sporting activity should be returned to
the main office ASAP. If your child is interested in playing netball, touch football, boys football, futsal or
soccer and has yet to sign up, please ask them to see a HPE teacher for more information.
FITNESS TESTING IN PE
Over the last two weeks, students have been pushed to their limits during fitness testing. Various tests
were conducted to measure students’ speed, strength, power, endurance, agility and flexibility.

Beep test

Agility test

COURT UPGRADE
Our southern basketball court upgrade is complete. The court is now in action with six hoops and backboards to
cater for a number of students. The court looks great and we would like to thank the Department of Education for
$20,000 in funding. For assisting with the planning and ground works and for erecting all the new infrastructure,
thanks go to the following: Hardings Hotmix, Landscape Concepts, Blacktac Pty Ltd, Tony Robinson, Steve Johnson
and Craig Woods.

NETBALL
Tayla McCall, Sarah Turnbull and Charlotte Beckett
participated in the Devon State 16&U team in the
Develop a Diamond Carnival at Aurora Stadium in Hobart
on Sunday 22nd February. The team was undefeated for
the day and beat Cavaliers in the Grand Final 18 - 17.
Congratulations girls, well done

STATE ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS
On Saturday 21 and Sunday 22 Darcy Miller, Ashtyn Dennison and Eve Bell competed at the State
Athletics Championships in Hobart. Some great results! Well done, girls.

Ashtyn Dennison

Darcy Miller

Eve Bell

U/14 400m - 1st

Long jump – 2nd

400m relay – 1st

U/14 200m – 2nd

800m – 2nd

200m – 2nd

U/16 Relay – 3rd

High Jump – 2nd

400m – 2nd

1500m – 3rd

400m relay – 3rd

400m – 3rd

100m – 3rd

ATHLETE DEVELOPMENT
Students have been working hard in Athlete
Development, trying to improve their overall
fitness, strength and skills for their particular
sport. Activities that students have been
involved in include: 2.5km or 5km pyramid
running, circuit training, running stairs and mini
Grit classes. Latrobe Basketball import Marquis
Navarre has been joining our classes, providing
motivation as well as mini-challenges for
students to complete.

Jason Pearce Cricket Coaching
Batting & Wicket keeping, individual or group sessions.
Focus on skill development and match awareness.
For more information call Jason Pearce 0407371996 or email jasonpearce12@bigpond.com.au

Devonport Basketball High School roster
The winter roster for Grade 7 & 8, Grade 9, 10 & 11 will be played on Wednesday nights commencing on 25th
March 2015. The DBC requires all intending players to be registered online before Tuesday 10th March. To register
go online www.devonportwarriors.com.au
If you require any assistance with online registrations or have any queries regarding rosters please contact the DBC Office on
64242440 between 10 – 2 daily.

STUDENTS LEAVING SCHOOL
Appointments
We understand some students may need to leave school during the day to attend appointments. If this is the case, it is
essential they follow the school protocols.
Sickness or Injury
If students need to be collected from school as a result of illness or injury, the office staff will contact parents. Students
should not be contacting parents through their own devices. Students still need to follow the school protocols and sign
out when leaving.
School Protocol
This system is in place to keep our records accurate and ensure the safety of all our students so please help us by
following our protocols.
 A note of permission should be provided from the parents if it is a pre-arranged appointment.
 Students need to sign out at the front office and sign in, if and when they return to school.
 Students must be collected from the front office, not met in the car park or on the road.
 The person who collects the student must also sign them out.
IF PARENTS NEED TO CONTACT THEIR CHILD DURING SCHOOL HOURS, THEY ARE
ENCOURAGED TO RING THE SCHOOL OFFICE ON 64261061 AND A MESSAGE WILL BE SENT TO
THEIR CHILD.

GRADE 10 REPORT
It’s pleasing to see the Grade 10 students continue to make a productive start to the year. It is fascinating when I think
that three short years ago, they were as small as the newly-arrived Grade 7 students; it’s great to see how much change
they go through, both physical and mentally, during the time they spend at high school. 2015 is a big year and by being
so busy, the students will find that time will fly by. As time goes so quickly, it is easy to fall behind; I urge that the
students take their learning seriously and continue to meet deadlines and consolidate their positive work ethic.
Leadership
Already, leadership jackets have been presented and are being worn with pride, and Vice Captains have also been
announced. Leaders have coordinated the Boy Zone and Chill-out room, participated in the student auction, and are
now preparing for the Relay for Life. They have a huge year ahead…
Homeroom interviews
The Grade 10 students were given an opportunity to take on a leadership role. During Homeroom, all Grade 10’s were
involved in interviewing the new Grade 7 students. The interview was designed to probe into the minds of the new
students, hoping to discover their likes, dislikes and other information to help build positive relationships. The Grade
10’s will soon be asked to share some of this new-found information with the rest of the Homeroom.
Grade 10 Hoodie
The students are keen to finalise the design for the 2015 Grade 10 Hoodie. They have all had input in both meetings and
completing surveys. The process is still continuing and we will be finalising the design within the next week. Information
from the manufacturer is that there is a six week printing/delivery time, from when the order is processed.
Work experience
Work Experience will be held from Monday 30 March to the Thursday 3 April, during the last week of Term 1.
Although the Thursday is scheduled for a student-free day, it is expected that the students attend the day at work.
Students who have not returned their selection and medical forms must return them to the office as soon as possible.
If you have any queries regarding your child, please contact me via email: daniel.karafilis@education.tas.gov.au
Mr Daniel Karafilis
Grade 10 Coordinator

COMING EVENTS
 Friday 27 February - School Photos
 Wednesday 4 March - Interhigh Swimming Carnival
 Friday 6 March - Big Day Out (Surf Carnival) at Sankey Beach Hawley
 Monday 9 March - Long Weekend - 8 Hour Day
 Wednesday 11 March - Friday 13 March - Grade 7 and 8 Camps
 Tuesday 17 March - Grade 7 Vaccinations
 Tuesday 17 March - BBQ Fundraisers for Relay for Life
 Wednesday 18 March - Whole School Assembly
 Friday 20 March - Grade 10 Leadership Conference - Student Leaders
 Friday 27 March - Grade 10 Mock Interviews
 Monday 30 March - Thursday 2 April - Grade 10 Work Experience
 Monday 30 March - Wednesday 1 April - Grade 9 Camp
 Thursday 2 April- Student Free Day - Grade 10 students can participate in Work Experience

In Children’s Literature, students have been working with Bitstrips to create short comics strip that are
suitable for a young audience. Students in this class were given the options to teach their audience
something, to send a message about overcoming bullying or to explore the values of friendship. It was hard
to select just one comic from all of the fantastic work that has been completed by the students in this
class. This week, I’ve selected a work by Jordan Thorpe and Billy Thorne. The boys managed to send a
positive message in their own unique way. This comic is called ‘Reunited’. Enjoy! Miss Mack.

LEADERSHIP REPORT
It is a real honour to be a student leader and we would like to reiterate
the fact that we represent the whole student body and we hope to be a
strong voice for all students. If you have any ideas about activities or
school improvements as well as any concerns you may have, please share
them with any of the Leadership Team.
Our first event of the year was the Leadership Team Induction Assembly.
We were presented with our blazers and
badges. It was great to have our parents
come along for the presentations and to
join us for a morning tea with Mr Armitstead and Mr Gee.
The next big event we held was the Slave
Auction which raises money for the
‘Relay For Life’. All of the Leadership
Team were auctioned off at lunchtime to
the teachers. The auction took place on
the basketball court and attracted a large
crowd. We raised a record-breaking amount of $500 this year. We would
like to thank all the staff for supporting this event. We can’t wait to see
what sorts of activities they come up with for their slaves.
Yesterday, swimming
trials were held for
everyone to have a go
at representing
Latrobe High School at the inter-high swimming
competition. Congratulations to everyone who took
part.
On Friday 6 March we have the Big Day Out. This is
a fantastic day at the beach and it is great to have a
go at all the events. It is fun to be a part of your
house team and dress up in your house colours. The
more you participate the more fun you will have, as
well as earning valuable points for your house.
We also have Grade 7 and 8 camps coming up very
soon. On camp we encourage students to get to know
teachers on a different level, building stronger student/teacher relationships as well as trying to make
new friends. The leadership team is particularly looking forward to looking after all the
Grade Eight students on their camp.
It is really important to remember that the
best way to have a great year is to make sure
you get involved in as many activities as you
can.
Isabella Hardy
Caleb Overdijk
School Captains

MUSIC NEWS
So what happened to February? I don’t know about you, but this first four
weeks of the 2015 school year has happened before I’ve even realised we’re
back at school. Music Personal Options have started with a BANG, and every
student has set themselves personal goals for what they want to achieve in
Music. I have been particularly impressed with the amount of ‘on-task’ time in
classes this year. This productivity will lead to great things later in the year. I get
very excited witnessing the potential every student is tapping into when they
spend their time focused and engaged in working towards their musical goals.
The research tells us that you can become an accomplished musician when you
practise in SHORT SPURTS (20 minutes maximum) REGULARLY (every day).
So if you are a parent/guardian, and you notice your child’s increased interest in
music this year, it’s probably time to start thinking about getting your hands on
an instrument for your child so that they can practise all the time (as opposed
to just here at school). Gumtree is a great local website site if you’re looking to
buy second-hand instruments. Individual music lessons are another investment worth their weight in gold and
are available through Red Hot Music for most rock instruments (bass, drums, guitar and vocals). Other
instruments: enquire within and I can probably find you a teacher.
This year there will be more school performance opportunities for musicians. The last Friday lunchtime of
every month will feature different performers outside the canteen, under the verandah. If you’re interested in
playing/singing a few songs, come and have a chat.
Another new development is the fact that Music will now be assessed through the National Curriculum (as will
all Arts subjects). On the most fundamental level, The Arts National Curriculum is about “making” and
“responding,” two things we spend most of our time on in Music.
Wishing you all a successful Term 1 and beyond!
Miss Tessa Lee

Writer of the Month
Calling all writers! It’s time to get
creative and put pen to paper!
At Latrobe High School, we value
student writing, and love to showcase students’ efforts.
Each month, students are given a topic to use as a
stimulus for writing. Students may like to write a short
story, a poem, a script, newspaper article, etc. The
possibilities are endless!
There are two categories for “Writer of the Month”,
the student entry and the teacher entry. Students are to
submit their work to Miss Leonard before the end of
the month. The teacher category is where teachers
enter a student’s piece of writing from any given subject
area.
Winners are announced during our whole school
assemblies and are awarded with a $15 gift voucher
from The Devonport Book Shop.
The title for this month is, ‘A Narrow Escape from
Trouble’.

SCHOOL PHOTOS
FRIDAY
27 FEBRUARY

Happy writing!
Wendy Leonard
Writer of the Month Coordinator

SURF LEAGUE - Tuesday 24 February
Fifteen excited students ventured to the
Ulverstone Surf Lifesaving Club beach to
compete against other schools in waterbased and land-based activities. Beautiful
weather and tide conditions had students
eager to start their events. Events that
were held included Beach Flags, Beach
Relay, Aqua Cameron and Iron person.
Students pushed themselves to produce
their best performances in their respective events. A special congratulations
must be extended to the following students for their outstanding performances:
Connor Reed-Delaney (U/16 Boys Beach
Flags champion), Eve Bell (U/16 Girls
Beach Flags runner up), Girls Beach Relay
(Champions), Boys Beach Relay (third)
and Ashtyn Dennison (second in the
U/16 Girls Iron Person).

HOW STUDENTS CAN APPLY FOR A TAX FILE NUMBER
The Australian Taxation Office, in partnership with Australia Post, is making it easier for individuals
to apply for a TFN.
Students can now apply for a TFN online and have their identity verified through an interview at a
participating Australia Post office.
Applying online is the fastest and most convenient way for students to get a TFN. More information
on applying online can be found at ato.gov.au by searching for 'QC27248'.
Students who are unable to visit a participating Australia Post office will need to complete the
application form Tax file number - application or enquiry for individuals form (NAT 1432). More
information about lodging this form can be found at ato.gov.au by searching for 'QC22604'.
The ATO will continue working with teachers to educate students about tax and superannuation.
The curriculum resource Tax, Super & You is a free, easy to use, online educational resource
aligned to the school curriculum of each state and territory. This resource can be accessed at
taxsuperandyou.gov.au
In the coming weeks, we will provide more information by email on how students can apply for a
TFN and the educational services we can provide. In the meantime if you require any further
information you can phone 1300 130 282 between 8:00am and 5:00pm Monday to Friday.

Football season is almost here! The
Latrobe Football Club is seeking junior
players for the 2015 NWFL season. All
those interested in playing in the U14
and U16 competitions are requested to
contact Greg Donald on 0438 329 676
or Kate Perry on 0438 267 237. Names
and contact details can also be left on
the club Facebook page where further
information will be posted regarding registration night

DISCLAIMER: Parents should note that advertisements for educational services, companies, activities or similar events are published
as a community service. Latrobe High School is in no way liable for the quality, supervision or integrity of the provider and strongly
suggests that parents make their own enquiries before engaging with the advertised event.
Brent Armitstead
Acting Principal

CONTACT DETAILS
Address: PERCIVAL STREET – P.O. Box 105, LATROBE
Phone 03 6426 1061 | Fax 03 6426 2242
Email : latrobe.high@education.tas.gov.au

